41$                                 '   COMPOUND COMBUSTIBLES.

Book II    that the following acids did not form ether with alco*
Division II.                             &

1.   Muriatic,            4. Benzoic,              7. Succinic',

2.  Fluoric,               5. Tartaric,             8. Arsenic.

3.   Boracic,               6\ Citric,

Thus it appears that there are various species of e-
thers differing very much from each other in their pro-
perties. Sulphuric ether is the lightest hut the least
volatile of the whole. In muriatic and acetic ether an
acid seems to enter as a constituent part, but its properties
are concealed altogether while the liquid remains unde-
composed. It is not unlikely that nitric ether may al-
so contain an acid. It is obvious that the theory of the
formation of nitric, muriatic, and acetic ethers must be
quite different from that of sulphuric and phosphoric e-
thers. The theory of the two last is probably similar.

SECT. III.

OF VOLATILE   OILS*

J.HE term oz/is applied to a number of unctuous li-
quids, which, whea dropt upon paper, sink into it, and
make it seem semltransparem, or give it what is called
a greasy stain. These bodies are very numerous, and
have been in common use from time immemorial. Che-
mists have divided them into two classes ; namely, t/o-
fatile and^mfoiis. We shall consider the properties of

* Scheele,ii. 117.,